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Text by Ernest Hilbert 

I ran my kite till it gulled at the sun, 
And from the newfound flight it took 
Command as much as I, and trained 
My arm toward the sky, and strained 

The armature of spreaders, spar, and knock. 
It threw its silhouette against the sun, 

Then bowed blue before a berm of cloud, 
And set itself against a greater blue. 

It swooped, twisted my wrists, and grew 
To be too strong, as nervy as a bird 
Of prey, a winged but featherless 

Raptor I once held, now spun 
Away and unbearable to possess, 

A thing apart; though still tethered, 
Fatherless, and finally unfathered. 
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Rehearsal Notes 

 

1. Accidentals do not carry through “measures.” 
 

2. “t.s.” abbreviates “trill swell.”  The hairpins of a trill 
swell indicate an increase and decrease of both volume 
and frequency of trill. 
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Text by Ernest Hilbert

The arrows indicate a gradual change from one vowel to the next in the given duration.
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Exact coordination between singer and cellist during the accelerando is not important,
so long as the singer finishes before the cellist.
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