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n, was commissioned by the American Guild of Organists for the 2018 Ronald
G. Pogorzelski and Lester D. Yankee Annual Competition. This orchestral version of the work was a winning
composition of the 2018 Jinji Lake Composition Competition.

The original version of this piece, for

Orchestral version premiered on November 30, 2018
Qi-Yuan Zhu, Conductor

Suzhou Symphony Orhcestra



Instrumentation

Piccolo

2 Flutes (Fl. 2 = Picc. 2)
2 Oboes
English Horn
2 Clarinets in Bb
Bass Clarinet
2 Bassoons
Contrabassoon

4 Horns in F
3 Trumpets in C

2 Tenor Trombones, 1 Bass Trombone

Tuba
Timpani (5) 0
3 Percussion K

Harp

Violin [
Violin 11
Viola

Violoncello

Double Bass

Duration: 12 minutes

Score is transposed.



Percussion Requirements

Percussion 1

Tam-tam
Suspended Cymbal
Triangle
Xylophone
Glockenspiel
Suspended
CyTbal -
= [ ]
Tam-Tam Triangle

Percussion 2

Bass drum %
Whip
Crotales (high octave, with bow, sharec{ C.

R 2
Bass Drum

Percussion 3

Rute (used on perc. 2 bass drum)
Ratchet

Hi-Hat

Cymbals

Sizzle Cymbal
Crotales (high octave, with bow, shared with perc. 2)

(closed) (open) Sizzle Cymbal
+ o

Ratchet s

- X X

Rute Hi-Hat Cymbals



[ met a traveller from an antique land
Who said: Two vast and trunkless legs
Stand in the desert... near them, on the
Half sunk, a shattered visage lies, whose

stone

Tell that its sculptor well those

Which yet survive, stamped
The hand that mocked t

m t eart that fed:

ew appear:

'My name is Ozy i e of kings:

Look on my weik Mighty, and despair!'
¢ ins. Round the decay

k, boundless and bare

ercy Shelley



Program Note

A monument is a structure, often of extraordinary size, built to commemorate a person or event
of particular historical or cultural importance. By design, monuments are often the most durable
structures of a civilization, giving them illusory permanence. Percy Shelley’s sonnet
“Ozymandias” describes a futility of monumental creation. In the poem, a traveler happens upon
an Egyptian pedestal that reads, “My name is Ozymandias, king of kings: Look on my works, ye
Mighty, and despair!” Yet nothing remains except a colossal wreck. Indeed, surviving ancient
monuments are relatively young within the context of human existence, and will inevitably
crumble to ruin and dust. Our modern monuments will undoubtedly suffer the same entropic
fate. Ironically, monumental creation throws humanity’s age ingo relief, with our species far
outlasting anything it has yet created. Conversely, it magnifies humanity’s cosmic smallness.
Nevertheless, the prevalence of monuments in cultures worldwide suggests a powerful and
universal human desire to mark our individual and societal éxisténge.

A musical monument, lacking a physical structure and®mporal in nature, dissipates
immediately. After the last sound leaves the hall, theéimofiiment’s existence continues only
imperfectly in memory. Music can capture the'dmmediaey of monumental experience, but
necessarily admits the true ephemerality offany huthaft creation. Architectural monuments often
achieve both durability and magnificenee, by teans of a tremendous application of simple design
and economy of raw materials. Similarlygmy pi€ce Monument takes on a clear form, and
rigorously engages only twodasidhideas: Fortissimo pillars of sound open the piece in
monumental grandeur. An expressive dyadic descent answers, representing an infinite fabric of
time and unceasing pull oféntfopy. I combine these two musical materials in a series of fanfares,
toccatas, and chorales to creatéla musical structure of clarity and strength. There is not a specific
subject commemorated within Monument; rather, the piece is a momentary shout into the void—a
sincere assertion and celebration of life, time, mortality, and impermanence. We are only here
on this Earth for such a short time, so why not make a sound—and why not a monumental sound?

[ originally wrote this piece for the most monumental of instruments, the organ, by means of a
generous commission from the American Guild of Organists. I serendipitously finished writing
the organ version of this piece at the foot of Monument Mountain in Housatonic, Massachusetts;
this was simply one of those odd but affirming coincidences of life. 1 undertook and completed
the orchestral version of Monument shortly thereafter in Montréal, Quebec.
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